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      PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
             Meeting Minutes 

                July 6th, 2022 

Opening: 

A meeting of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation Board was held at 7:00 p.m. on 7-6-2022 at City Building.  

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Napier. 

In Attendance: Jeff Napier, Janie Bicknell, Barb Leitschuh, Susan Galise, KC Stallings, and Casey Burdick  

A. Approval of June Minutes:   

Park Board: Motion to approve by Jeff Napier, seconded by Susan Galise, approved by the board. 

 

B. Agenda:  

1. Board Vacancy 

The board has one opening.  Casey passed out Board Application forms to the committee 

members to share if they had any idea of good potential candidates to fill the vacancy. Folks who 

attended the Citizen’s Academy will also be sent the application with an invitation to apply.  

 

2. Bike Park Bash- Bash Recap, Mtn Bike Trails, Adaptive Biking Event 

Bike Park Bash went great!  Awesome turn out!  Great raffle prizes donated by Trek and CORA.   

 

Chad Irey from Dirt Artisans completed the trails on Friday night before the event.  Casey, 

Austin Leverage, Scott Nash, and Scott Brunka did a walk through on Friday afternoon and put 

out temporary trail markings. After the grand opening event, Scott Nash and Sherman Butler 

from CORA offered a few ideas on trail markings. 

 

Casey was contacted by CORA who connected her with a group called “The Bridge Adaptive”, 

an adaptive sports program for youth.  They are interested in putting on an introduction to 

adaptive cycling event at the Bike Park.  Casey talked to Scott Brunka and after a call to 

understand the program, said yes to the event.  The event will take place on July 15th and 16th, 

with first day training volunteers to help individuals with physical disabilities to get fitted in an 

adaptive mountain bike and then teach skills to the volunteers.  The second day, individuals with 

physical disabilities will be invited to a “Try-It Event” at the park and the volunteers will get to 

help teach skills.  

 

Casey is working on updating the map for the Bike Park and would also like to work on creating 

branding for the City’s trail system on the whole.  A few basic options were offered for 

discussion, the biggest critic is that the trails should be branded for both biking and travel on foot 

so that should be incorporated into the logo.  Barb came up with the phrase “Trails of Lebanon” 

to tie all of our various trails together.  For the Bike Park, Casey would like to adapt color coding 

the trails to mimic the trail difficulty colors from IMBA, meaning blue trails would be more 

beginner friendly, green intermediate, and then maybe a black dash lines for more challenging 

segments. The group generally agreed with this.  Then she talked about providing maps at 

intersections like ODNR State Parks does. That way folks can find where they are and get an idea 

on distance to the next point. There was also discussion on naming the trails. 
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3. Possible Future Parks Fundraiser 

Rugged Duathlon at the Bike Park possibility.  Casey and Scott Brunka thought it would be a neat 

event that isn’t like events everyone else in the area are doing.  The event would be composed of doing 

a trail run on the older mtn bike trails and XC course then jump on a bike and ride the new trails, or 

vice versa.  The event could be held all within the Bike Park.  Or possibly do the running portion in the 

YMCA woods then ride over to the Bike Park on the new bike path.  We could possibly reach out to 

Topo Adventures or a group like that for timing. A “Last Man Standing” race was also brought up.  

Casey asked the group to think of other possible options for fund raisers for our parks in general like 

the Red Hot Blues Run used to do and bring those ideas to the next meeting. 

 

4. Monarch Run/Butterfly Release 

Both events take place on August 13th.  The 5k will start at 9:30am and the Garden Club event will 

start around 10am with the release happening around 11am.  Casey handed out the flyer for the 

Monarch Run.  Volunteers will be needed the morning of his event. 

 

The Butterfly Release- more details to come soon.  The Garden Club is looking to sell butterfly’s first 

come, first served on the day of the event.  It was also suggested by members of the Miller Park 

Steering Committee that they add a timeline of events to their flyer to help folks understand what to 

expect that day.  That has been a little unclear in the past. 

 

5. Miller Park- Welcome Center  

The City Public Works and Electric have ran utilities to the site.  All the materials are being ordered 

and construction will begin once they begin to arrive. The City has also received the building permit 

from the County.  Hopefully the project will move forward shortly. 

 

6. Oktoberfest 

Things are coming along great!  Most of the event will be focused in Bicentennial Park including the 

main stage, large tents, and the biergarten.  Work is focusing on getting sponsorships for the event at 

this point.   

 

7. Grant Projects- 

-Lebanon-Countryside YMCA Phase 2: The bridge over Turtlecreek Union Rd started June 27th 

and will remain closed through early November.  The project is being administered by ODOT.  --

-Parkside Property: The City officially owns the property has hired MSP for design and 

engineering.  The project will consist of a paved multi use path approximately 1 mile long along 

creek and a parking lot.  Construction is expected to be bid out late this year. 

-North Broadway Trail: Our Safe Routes To School (SRTS) project was not selected for this 

round of funding.  The City has received an Ohio Public Works Commission grant for $250.  We 

will also be applying for a Clean Ohio Trail Fund grant in 2023. The project is estimated to cost 

around $1 Mil and will be constructed in 2024. 

-Bowman Trail: This project is estimated at $1.6 Mil and would follow the former rail line from 

roughly the Armory, behind Colony Square, through the Bowman Nature Preserve up to Monroe 

Rd. The City has received a Transportation Alternative grant for 750k.  The City plans to apply 

for a Clean Ohio Trail Fund grant in 2024 for approximately $500k to make this project more 

feasible.  The project would go into construction in 2025 

 

KC expressed interest in applying for another SRTS grant to build a multiuse path along Drake 

Road connecting the Jr High and High School to give students a safer option for walking or 

riding to school.   
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8. Harmon Playground 

Demolition has begun.  Once the old mulch and equipment is removed, the project should take 

approximately 2 weeks to complete.  

 

9. Goal setting and future projects 

Casey presented staff’s 2022 and 2023 goals for parks and recreation.  Much of 2022’s goals are 

either completed or in progress.  2023 is going to focus on more grant writing for projects, 

replacing the playground equipment at Pleasant Park, reopening the French Run Trail, and 

funding for additional bike trail projects. Casey would like the board to work through the next 

priority for new projects like a splash pad or skatepark as well as replacement/improvement 

projects like the Colonial Park East concession stand.  

Couple other small items. 

2nd session of Youth Tennis Lessons begin this week.  Very good registration rates for the 

program. 

Madcap Puppets program at Bicentennial Park on July 17th.   

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 3rd at 7:00 PM in the City Building  

Submitted by Casey Burdick 
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